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TRULY AMERICAN IS THE ART OF THE BURNT CORK MINSTREL

James Budvvorth.

By EDWARD LE ROY RICE. I

a m Nuiri... i. - .i i i - i,- - t
'

It really seen Its I'cat days?
Sonic say It Is dying out ; other

o further and declare It Is dend. He

that ns It may (with apologies to
George W. Monroe), It Is an undo-(liab- le

fact no other form of entertain-
ment ever had so muny adherents as
this amusement of purely and dis-

tinctly American origin. Throughout
the country there are thousands of
persons who never fall to visit n mln-tr- el

show whenever the cork hoys
Vlilt town. If you are sceptical, pick
up tho New York Clipper almost any

eck during the regular season: scan
the minstrel routes and you will see
perhaps only a pitifully few companies
Hated compared to the thlrty-oJ- d or-
ganizations that were In existence
about thirty years ago. (liven then
mtnstrclay was declared to be on the
decline.) N"evertheles, you will see
(he companies of AI tl. Field. John W.
Vogel, J. Arthur Cobuin, (5uy Hros..
De Itue Hros. nnd Nell O'llrlen. The
last named, who early In August Inau-
gurated his llftli annual season, Is the
baby of tho lot, albeit n pretty husky
youngster.

These troupes have been gong over
the same territory practically continu-
ously since their formation. Tho grlz-le- d

veteran minstrel organization is
tho Field company, which Is Just
rounding out thirty years, nearly all

f which havo hhown n profit. A feel- -
tne of sadness comes over mo tn think!
that I cannot jilare the namo of Gtorgu'

and screen wave nnd sheen
FILM tho rocking chair muvles!

hero way," cries Stentor
of the Sands," this way, ladies and
gents, rocking chulrjs go out ut low-tid-

plenty of seats first reel on now
seo tho movies on tho beach"'
Dear old Brighton lias brought u

the innovation of motion pictures
Whllo bluo wavelets wash Its glisten-1- B

shore. Whelefori" we tall all lie
a happy as clams at low water while

tve sit und lock and listen U thu mur-
mur of the well known ocean.

It U necefsury before tho beach
theatre can bo filled that tho shades
of night should appropriately fall and
that tho flotium hhould go sweeping
out to sea, tailing Willi it its mer
tnalds and Ita nlgie and broken clsar

nd lemon boxes und everything that
should bo laid on tho Mvclllng booom
of the Atlantic.

The zeroen on which tho flitting
Shadow shapes am shown Is hoisted
on two posts which have Wu nulled
fast to plies driven Into the yielding
sands, deep enough to Hand the scour
mwtA ,1... -- tt.u .. l.tiA 4 V...-..- I., .
WMUt.io inbuilt ..uiii ,rt'iin.
The machitm that projects the ule- -
tures Is. In a shelter well back out
of tho lino nt tho breakers, at.d tho .

hafts of light go wactlng across tho
Inky void. i

Mverytlilng lHiig the rock- -
lng chairs ro brought out ami ranged
In prim rows. They arc tall, straight I

backed affairs, covered Willi woven

And yonder nits

Gus

Evans In thti all too small list. The
Honey Boy" had developed one of the

best minstrel troupes of the uge when
,0Ht, Calmed ),m i,Ht year, Just Ave
days prior to his forty-ilft- h birthday
anniversary

llefore returning to tho early days of
minstrelsy I must necessarily pay
tribute to the one and only permanent
minstrel company, located In l'hlla-dolphi- n.

Many cities In days gono by
hail regular stock organizations, but
one by one they became relics of the
past, until now they arc but memories.
Though the famous old Eleventh
Street Opera House saw Its last per-
formance May 13, 1911. after nearly
sixty years of almost consecutive y,

Frank liumont took his little
company to the old museum nt Ninth i

and Arch streets, where he still holds

Troupes Are Still Touring Country

sway. When the tlmo comes when I pered for several years. Dave wam-- t Hy this tlmo l,ew Dockstader had
go to Thilly and can't see that troupe, hold's prominence ns a singer was as achieved an cnvlablo position in mln-we- ll

1 hope that tlmo never comes. great as Hermrd's elorutlonnry ef- - atrclsy. L'p to 1S7S he had been
While blackface performers were

part and parcel of nearly every circus I

In the '20s nn.l t0 it was not until
1S43 that the first real mlntstrel per-
formance was given. The success was
so emphatic that companies were at
once formed In many sections, and the
original company, comprising Billy
Whltlock, Dick lvlham. Frank Blower
and the Immortal author of "Dixie."
Daniel IhciIui Kiiiinuti. spcvilil !k .

ihomselves to forelirii shores, where
they In
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without at least one permanent or-

ganization.
It the the lamented

Charley liackus that tolled of
In Of the

quartet first per-

formance In 1813 M the
Francisco Minstrels Bernard re-

tired In Bernard conceded
to greatest Interlocutor, or

as they termed In
diys, that minstrelsy known.
While Hernard keenly
felt, firm of lllrch, Wambold & I

liackus Minstrels continued pros-- 1

roils, in
tho beginning; of

permanent minstrelsy In city.
From JSS3 lllrch

liackus's Minstrels held Hackus
in tho of 1893

Birch's Francisco Minstrels
pegged out Just six month later. That
virtually ended Birch's career as a
minstrel of prominence. True,
played a time that,
Two years later he with Charley

Dockstader's company.
toured Birch Moran's

with William Henry
Itlce's Minstrels 1S90. i

Neptune's to

met varying success London Heeds Minstrels In Han tranclsco and a rated a few years, nnd on Sep-nt-

tho provinces. Within ten ycurs later he played at the minstrel he 17. US'l, the performance
of the Initial performance city graced severul years with of Dockstader's Minstrels was given
there were live companies In
New minstrelsy
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ROCKING CHAIR MOVIES THE SEA
Added Romance in Films When
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"Isn't Just lovely says the '

voice somewhern nt the end the
which the hand.

"Great," replies
clasp

It's liko n. lintel porch, and
except straight ,

..i.a.,.1'',
"That was a dinner,
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Company Since the
tlmo their

known Hlrcli, Hamilton Hackus's
Minstrels, William If. Hamilton,
operatic barytone, making tri-

umvirate. The lamented Harry Ken-
nedy ventriloqulot fame also
associated with Hitch under tho Mini

lllrch Kennedy's Minstrels.
Ulrch's death, like tlirco I-

llustrious associates, occurred this
1S97. Wambold passed

nway November IS
later followed Iter

nnrd. January lSyo. Charley Uackus
died 15S3.

known Lew returned
extended California

which sang, "Fetor.
Luck This Morning." Ar-

riving Knst, he Charley Dock-stade- r,

bright unusually proline
author and man. In
August, 1H7S. they known

Dorkstader brothers. Then
Lew Clapp merged Into Lew

DiPi'kst.idw. hubrt'quent',) having
legalized. The pockstaders

hall the San Frnncls.-- o

Minstrels, the of
tenancy somn more famous
burnt cork representatives made their

Exhibited at the

nlghtlv chances bill.

and swelled
gibbous. The dark

night fleecy
Should the In-

clement, patrons of
Brlghtun nit and rock piazza
and the drizzled actor folk

screen.
of shown'.'

That tell, for there much
me

tnrtnlnment by unofficial producers,
Now thcio delectablo film

l'rey Circumstance,"
Hashed and breathed through sum

evening. seated
recesses rocking

How very comfortable.
take his beuchV

enne. their uprights may see faces costly
with their pineapple-lik- e peering from amused owner drops dreamland, uiireiy

gaunt nnd spectral dusk. the strange closo eyes. will, when
The rockers nro stubby, play stretched canvas flickering overmuch,
enough curved glo right kind tor sport laden yonder family,

spectators sway hack-- , barks from lauds lands and looking
ward forward snow, trig schooners slipping rows, genera-th- e

ocran penciled rays. There steamships with ports tlou dangling between rhair
spue aglow and eyes green rdge sand iking

tiiat hidden soma the ocean rim. wonders moving picture
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Tom Vaughn.

Though New York
assing of the Old

appearance, there. To enumerate a
few: Willis 1. Sweatnnm, Luke School- -

craft. Hilly lllrch, Harry Maxwell,
Charley Heed, Maker, Jones. Manning
and Davis. Carl Itankln. Pick Joe.
Arthur Moreland. Dan Collyer, Flunks
and Marlon, (lus Mills, Tim Cronln,
II. W. Frlllman, Tom DImui, John 11.

.McWade. W. S. Mutlally, Kdwln
French, W. H. Hleger and many others.
George Marlon, long associated with
Henry Savage as producer and stace
director, occupied the bones end for
several months. The final perform-
ances wen- - given In December, ls!.
A few tUys previous n.ickstu'ier.
(leorgo Mailon nnd Luko Schoolcraft
appeared In white face.

The name of Christy will linger for-- 1

vr In the annals of minstrelsy. K, i
Chrlty was the founder of ihr.sty'.
Mlnstre!n, but It was (leorgo Chrlstv
(Hiirrinctonl that envn th inline flio
prominence! it speedily attained. To
substantiate this w" have I. ut to g'.ance
nt tin- - romiian record. From I'ebru. i

ary 22, 1S47. to dctober 21', 153, '

t!eor-!- Clul'ty was a member of the
f.5j,., jj, MMchnnlrt Hall
Broadway, i in that date ho severed
Ills connection with K. 1'. Christy and
the following week formed an iilllntun
with Henry Wood, who had stnbilshed
Wood's Minstrel at 441 Broadway a
few years previous, The company was
thereafter known a Wood Chrls'v's
Minstrels, Ilight months later II. 1'

good It Is to out the legs and
to meditate on the cool at the end of
a long l:uslan elgaicttc. thu ip of
tile climax of u delei'tubb- - shore dinner

Let us see, how did that it el bei- - n'
Was It bt foie we got lieic'.' "The I'ji--

of circumstance " cih, es u il.
und tortuous sticet HI

man about ti.wn, boii v,at,t, hi ir
to ihc Wild. hi m.llions, U suiuiui iii'il
from his club. Slicing aimed men
ovei power him and carry him in a
gl.iy tll.MCIlli to South htlett ulli'll
tile lliilllla of l.ipp.nt; N uiomeil S,.. n
be is Knui kfi 111 tile head, nn
ins neioie tin. n ov or ii r y u.
Mlllailts Is ! Ill I It liV foil e to till leeli- -
lug foiei-n.-il- tnn'p aboard the lug-
ger lie Is lelt to his own device., The
old ii.Kker ups w .tli her an- 'ior ml
Is soon mit b.M.11,1 th. haibor gates.

Cut bat k tj llajmciid Webster, heir,
of the Weldnn mllllont, lilverlng In '

the foc's'lo Mime more. How thu old
craft locks gently to and fro on the,
breast c,f Hit) sea. Backward and foi - j

tlien looks about liim as though seek-- !
lng sonio surcease from tint riot ir
thought that courses thtougli lis
brain, and fumes which have crowded
strangu images upon him. Ho listens
intently and to his ears cumu the
faint lappings of the waves, us the
ve-s- el now rleaies tho water.

Tho roar of tho water causes
the hero to rise unsteadily. He shakes
the fcleep from hl ces. Stealthily he
makes Ills way to wlli'ie ludlgo Join s
tho buccaneer, the bruto who lias been
hired to bhanghitl tho heir, stands by
the wheel, with rings in his ems and
a knlfo between his lips. Our hero
scents at once tho whole dread con-
spiracy. What then Is to bo douo?
cuick. i;amouu, leap as never jou'
leaped before, lie shiim forward wltn
power in his limbs, The htiength of
Ills muiihood riK"j paiamount. Ills
mind clear, his purpose linn, the once
pioneer "f tho primrose paths of dal-
liance llings himself against tho high
bulwark, and laying hold firm and
strong upon be!aiug pins seeks to
wiivt tho accepted weapons for such
encounters from their sockets.
Heavens, will they never conic'.' How
ho strains und twists, Ha, tho evil
eye of Indlso Jones has fallen upon
him. Seo tho scol lif ill twist of Uiom'
evil lips, Onco more the shanghaied
heir bunds to his task. The bulwark
Mways, he iIIhh hl.s knees into It anil
with a mighty wrench bends to the
belaying pllix. Foiled! They break lu
his hands. A rough hand is laid upon
his arm.

"Seo heie, young fellow, what tin
ou mean by breaking tho knobs oiT

tho rocking chairs-.- ' Now. ciu it all
out und sit down und don't huwi lm
morn iilghtimites,"

There Is no better place along tin
Atlantic, though, for seeing things with
your eyes, open than at this patch
of Israeli at Brighton. Thero is a veil,
tnblo witchery when all- - and niooii and
flcu combine to maUo tho evening that
of thu ideal. Thnn films or old ro-
mance, truly hold ono lu thrall.

When the nunles nt Brighton, how-
ever, allow I ml muiliio Mcncs tho ef-

fect is Martllag, Imagine) a back-gioiiii- d

of tho very sen llM-l- f and then
t here comes a broad winged arhl
Willi lluwiiig spinnaker act, spvedtug

juvcr tho waves, leaving a bollluc

George Christy.

Has Been Without
Time Stars

'Christy cc: .11 be a factor In the
world of minstrelsy. His minstrel
gavo their last performance July IS,
liS4. A few months later ho went to
Snn Francisco, where ho played u brl;f
engagement, and Bhortly afterward
ended his professional career. In n
lit of melancholy K. 1. Christy threw
himself from n window and died In
this city May 21, 1S62.

A brief biographical sketch of the
members of some of Wood & Christy's
Minstrels of sixty yearn ago villi, I

trust, prove interesting to Tnc Sun's
readers:

Tom Vaughn was one of the four
members that comprised the original
i lirlfty Minstrels. The- others were,
M. 1'. Christy, tleorgo Christy ond
Lansing Durund.

Vaughn was born In this city Sep.
tenner 12, 1S23. He began his profes- -
slonal career nt an earlv nee with
Hult fs Nichols's circus; later In Joined
Turner A Rockwell, after which he
was With Welch & Mann, nil proml- -
nent rlrciiM-- s of nn early period, lie
qnicKly attained prollcieney with the

Befor ho had Httsiud h in'i

.'4
f

et.... - ..t.n.... ........wake, iiiiii ip, iimri u, ninioiK Hie
lust touch of Illusion .inn uieii wiicii
auiiln the reels aro changed and we
M'tt drama of tlie well
do all tho at tho beach
blend Into tho screen picture.

there Is tho real tang of the
seic about thesn Heuch
movies at all times, uuo feclii that
he s iu tint very spirit of tho waters
which in ti poured tho earth as
ho t.t thcro to the licit
of tint surf nnd Fees the of
tl'ti waters as far as cjo can leach,
When Hie hereon shows only comic
cinlooli chaiaclels 111 studied panto-
mime, ono may iloni bis cch and see
lu their pi. nt's Captain K.dtl ami

Johu Bllvcr, Ho can

iXt"news of the success of the min
strel organization reached Ituffulo Mr.
Christy organized a company that was
liter augmented by Zeko nnd
Ilnam Dickinson,

Vaughn continued with Christy
many years und when the latter went
to Sun Francisco In IS. I Vaughn was
with him. He returned to New York
tho year and foi i brief
period headed hbt own romp.it Sub-
sequently he wis with Wind A-- Christy
and still later with (leor.--' Christy's
company. He became ap.n .t iteil a
few years before 1.1s death, which oc-

curred In ZaiicsvIUo, Ohio, September
3, 1ST6.

(Icorcn Christy was born (leorge
Nathan Harrington In I'almyr.i, N. V.

I November C. Is27. Ho began life pro.
fesslomilly at the age of 12. then bclim
rated as a fine Jig dancer, llu at

tho attention of K. I'. Ciirh.ty,
who subsequently adopted him nt.d
man led Mis. Harrington When he
Joined f crocs with llerry Wood In 1S52
he was at the of his popularity.
Just how popular he if.illy was mayjTomMagu.ro. They worked their wav
be infeiroil from the fact tint some . k K tt and opened ut 444
time .ift'T K. V Chrr'ty b 1 left Me. May 2:1, IvID. Henry Wood q i, vv

'chanlos Hall ChrKty & W col had two, biu.igiit an injunction nnd Chrl whs

I t'ontiwr-- t on .Vinfn Pas')

--J&-Vv.

'

i jrganlzatlons on tin eat
i 444 and other it 47J. Think of

...

ire g.ieons or tlie nf Sj. iiiiik coiMilis nil, iii tlie ltaibnv ,

ami vvat.h the d.ng of the pnat
cai jiiui.s llic llnw

Ili'lf by ihc sli.iiid wl.e ie the ,..,11
splay iiines, ono i m t a .ii iinjuu-U-

pIctllllM ,.f his own
Hern ill aslrnl tot 111, ho in,,v h,(l

Illl till- - Seven Sens, ,,y j.,', ,,,
Upon the deep 111 Mililu gay i

felucca, or pitch and tlmo in
some gicasy Me,imshi,, or uiid
on tho deck of n liner wlii.bitig

out of the millet ,, ,,, ,.V1,
and woinleilng if pienntiv i ,. ,,,,,,
o1 a per. -- cnpf v. ,u M,,i (,, N

Ii I a of nt ..
o ol the lot I, llu h .1 lb i i Mll.tU

I v hero thu cuclicmi.c ducoui. a

"Wc who rock and muse can look at
screen which rises from the waves."
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Only fourteen doors apart on thoj.-ur.-s

sldt! of tho Htrcet!
Hilly Hlrcli and would

on the ends, lu tho llrst part at
their houses. Then they
would proceed to exchango positions
for tho rest of tho evening, pasMnu
each other on the street frequently,
F,rt destroyed No, 114 on December 2,
1S.H. Chrlfty :r I Ids company went
on .i bilcf tu.ii Hemming to New
York, they opened at No. 472. N
441 was rebuilt nnd reopened Octobtr
1. 1S3.1. Mcauwbllo tho popularity ef
Christy continued to Increase, n.r.4
Wood Mnrblo Palace, 661 and Mi
Itroidwny, wa opened October 31, 15.17.

About th's tiniB discicnslona nrote
Henry Wood nnd Christy, wh'c.1

rtilminritecl about May 1 following la
the withdrawing of Christy. Thfr
was an agreement mado between th
two that Christy was not
ti appear within n hundred miles of
Nc w oris for eighteen months.

Christy and everal well known per-
form- railed for San l'rancl' o,
opening thrro June 7. 1S5S. making a
lengthy stay under the mnnaenmeut of

9
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